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Material Circulation and Productién in Estuary and Tidal Flat-46

The problems of fisheries in Seto Inland Sea 5 The fisheries of Okayama Prefecture

Abstract: Catch of fisheries in Okayama Prefecture was decreased from twenty

thousand ton/year in late 1960’ to two thousand on 2004. The catches of fish, shellfish and shrimp

were all décreased. The catches of launce,‘demersal fish such as flatfish and conger eel, shrimp and

mantis shrimp, shellfish such as short neck clam and ark shell were much decreased. The main

cause of these decreases was estimated to be reclamations carried out in early 1970’. The

reclamation induced a loss of the purification functions of the shellfish and a weakness of the

currents around the reclamation. These effects was thought to induce oxygen deficient water and

made the catch decreased. This speculation must be checked by investigation.

Keywords : Okayama Prefecture, short-necked clam, demersal fish, reclamation
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